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The article is devoted to the study of the formation of competence of the local authority self-
government as the main phenomenology of decentralization of powers of public authority in Ukraine. 
The author notes that the world experience and the experience of independent development of Ukraine 
suggest that the most productive mechanism for uniting society around the fundamental values of civil 
society is the development of local self-government. The article is devoted to large-scale reform of local 
self-government, which is aimed at overcoming the centralized Soviet system and the formation of a 
decentralized system of local government, as well as increasing the powers of self-governing bodies to 
develop the territories. Some particularly problematic issues have been studied, which significantly hinder 
the solution of current problems in the field of “competence content” of public authorities. These include 
the lack of general theoretical definition of competence, lack of scientific understanding of the system of 
properties of competence, as well as recognition of the existence and formation of their own competence 
in local governments as self-governing (municipal) public authorities. 

The author points out that the success of the reform of decentralization of public power in the 
framework of municipal reform leads to the transformation of the competencies of local governments, 
especially in the context of forming a block of powers of their own competence and executive bodies. 
The author of the article offers an ontological and axiological analysis of the sphere of competence of 
local self-government bodies in its modern sense. It is emphasized that the “alpha and omega” of the 
competence of local governments should be strategic procedural guidelines that reflect the dependence 
of the competences of local public authorities on the interests and will of residents of local communities. 
It is revealed that the system of individual, group and collective interests of a person determines the 
objectification of the need to form their own competence for local governments. It is a doctrinal conclusion 
that the process of reforming public authorities is directly related to the process of forming the competence 
of local governments, which in conditions of decentralization and deconcentration, form their own 
competence base of powers and subjects. The topical issues of forming the own competence of the local 
self-government body are given and analysed. The author of the article argues that this process is the main 
phenomenology of decentralization of public authority in Ukraine. The author’s opinion is substantiated 
that decentralization is one of the most successful reforms of recent times, but at the same time, some 
problems of both organizational and applied nature remain unresolved, which negatively affects the 
prospects of decentralization in Ukraine.
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